Inner Speech by Saffy, Edna Louise
INNER SPEECH 
OSTENSIBLE ------SYMBIOTIC-------
Designed to reveal thoughts 
through words (EXTERNAL) 
1. Intended to be heard 
CHARACTERISTICS 
2. Ambiguity clarified for listener 
through interaction, semantic choicei; 
elaboration high 
· 3. Syntactic synthesis- some predication 
4. Aimed at audience 
THREE MODELS 
INNER 
Function- words turn into inward thought 
(INTERNAL) 
1. Always covert or silent 
*sound production present thru 
speech kinesthesias' 
*linked to auditory speech stimuli 
2. Ambiguity: not clarified, sorted out 
internally, therefore, semantic 
complexity high, elaboration low 
3. Syntax: incomplete, elliptic; 
may omit subject, verb; uses fewer word� 
4. Highly egocentric audience: personal pov 
* Piaget- disappears as result of 
cognitive development 
* Vygotsky- transformed into inner 
speech to serve as cognitive function 
1. INTRAPERSONAL 
2. INTRAPERSONAL TO EXTRAPERSONAL 
3. EXTRAPERSONAL TO INTRAPERSONAL 
FOUR RULES: INTERFACING 
1. The necessity to expand or elaborate upon word meanings (semantic) and word arrangements 
(syntactics) varies according to the level of communication. 
2. As the level of immediacy of feedback increases, there is a corresponding decrease in the 
need for high levels of elaboration. 
3. As levels of elaboration of feedforward increases, there is a corresponding decrease in 
need for high levels of immediate feedback and elaboration on part of receivers. 
4. As degree of significant symbolization increases, corresponding decrease in need for 
high levels of elaboration and/or high levels of immediacy of feedback. 
Source: Johnson, John R. "The Role of Inner Speech in Human Communication." 
COMMUNICATION EDUCATION, July 1984, 2ll-222. 
